
FUNDAMENTALS OF SPEECH- SP 111: Winter 2010- (3.00 credit hours)  
Pre-Requisites: College-level reading and writing skills (WR 121) are strongly recommended for success in this course 

 
Instructor: Laura C. Scott Braibish, MFA, MAT   Text: A Concise Public Speaking Handbook. 
Class Website: www.mizb.net      Beebe, S.A. & Beebe, S. J. (2006) 
E-mail:  laurab@linnbenton.edu     (can be purchased in Benton Center Bookstore) 
Phone:  541-757-3820 (office) 503-930-6684 (cell)  Class: Benton Center, BC 105; M, W 2:30-3:50 
Office Hours: M & W, 1:30-2:30 (please call for appt.) 

 

This class provides an effective and practical introduction to the college-level public speaking course and a safe forum for practicing 
public speaking skills. Students who successfully complete this course should be able to: Effectively conceive, organize, support, and 
deliver successful speeches, Express your ideas with confidence and clarity, Effectively analyze an audience, Deliver several types of 
speeches for various occasions, Develop effective listening skills through evaluating other’s speeches, Understand and control 
communication anxiety to a greater degree, Develop your reasoning abilities & support your claims, Understand the connection 
between public speaking, civic participation & democracy  

  
CLASS EXPECTATIONS 
Public speaking courses are demanding courses and experiential in nature. This means that you learn through delivering multiple, 
diverse speeches as well as participating in standard text readings and written assignments, all of which proceed through the term at 
a rapid pace within a tight timeline. Creation of speeches and their associated presentational aids takes as much research and 
composition as standard English classes, as much creativity as art classes, and as much insight as is taught in psychology classes. 
Since fear of public speaking is a significant reality for most students, this class also demands a willingness to risk and accept 
positive, constructive evaluations about the nature of your speech and delivery. I require that everyone is respectful of other 
students, their opinions, and their presentational efforts. You can expect my classes to be relaxed, interactive, and aimed at 
providing a safe, stimulating environment. Learning takes place with individual written assignments, group work, lively 
demonstrations, videos, and even artwork.  
 
COURSE POLICY: 

 Attendance- It is important to attend every class period since material may be covered in class that is related to the 
readings but not in the text. Furthermore, there is much that can be learned from observing the presentations of your 
classmates and from the feedback you receive from your peers within class. Ultimately, you are an adult and paying for the 
class, so consistency with your attendance is up to you. Nevertheless, understand that I pass around a roll sheet during 
every class session. You receive 1 point per class attended, except for speech days, which are worth 2 points each.  
It is your responsibility to make sure you sign the sheet before the end of class. I will make every reasonable effort to help 
you both within and outside of class; however, your attendance and participation is critical to successful completion of 
assignments and the course. 

 Assignments- Stay on target with your homework and make every effort not to fall behind since it is doubly hard to catch 
up. If an emergency or unforeseen circumstance arises where you cannot be in class, please contact me via telephone or 
email so you can make arrangements with me for make-up work. Having said that, all assignments must be turned in on the 
day they are due, and all speeches must be presented on the date scheduled. Unexcused, late written assignments are not 
accepted. An important note: Unfortunately, we do not have class time in which we can make up speeches not delivered 
on the assigned date. If you simply do not show up on the date you are assigned to speak, you forfeit the points awarded 
for that assignment and cannot make up the speech. If you come to class but tell me you aren’t ready to present your 
speech, you forfeit the points awarded for that assignment and cannot make up the speech. Once again, if extenuating 
circumstances make attendance on your speech day impossible, please contact me as soon as possible before your speech 
date so we can discuss options for your presentation. Four of the Five major speeches require a typed, formal, speech 
outline be turned in before each speech is delivered (see course schedule). Outlines must include full bibliography of 
sources used.  All references must be in proper MLA format. Late outlines will receive 0 points and the benefit of review. 
Class handouts and assignment sheets are posted on my website through the term at www.mizb.net. It is your 
responsibility to check this site and have the appropriate information and forms for all assignments.  
Taping Speeches- Your speeches will be taped. You are required to bring a VHS tape with your name on it the day of your 
speech. A taped speech offers you valuable insight into exactly what you look and sound like during a speech, and even 
more importantly, it allows you to critique the content of your speech in a way that would not be possible without the 
benefit of a taped performance. You will submit a written critique for each speech. This exercise, while initially difficult for 
some, will result in a final persuasive presentation that is considerably more polished than prior speeches. Honestly, taping 
speeches is part of the process that produces more accomplished public speakers - one of the major goals of Speech 111. 
No tape on speech day? You can turn in a performance critique using your peer critiques and personal recollections for up 
to half the points of the assignment. 

http://www.mizb.net/
mailto:laurab@linnbenton.edu


 Outlines and Peer Reviews- Forms and examples will be found at mizb.net.  You are responsible for bringing the proper 
peer review forms on speech days.  Bring enough copies to cover all speeches. 

 Written Work- All written work must be professional in appearance as well as content. All work, with the exception of in-
class activities, must be typed using double spacing, 1 inch margins all around and 10 point font.  Headings should be a 
maximum of 3 single spaced lines at the top of page 1 only. Papers should be submitted with a single staple in the upper 
left corner.  Grammatical, typographical or spelling errors will seriously reduce the grade, as will a lack of attention to 
content. 

 Supplies 
o Textbook 
o Writing implement 
o (Green) 2 pocket folder with college ruled paper  

 Other Policies- You should meet with your instructor during the first week of class if; 
o You have a documented disability and need accommodations,  
o Your instructor needs to know medical information about you, or  

o You need special arrangements in the event of an emergency.  
o If you have documented your disability, remember that you must complete a Request for Accommodations form 

every term in order to receive accommodations. You can reach Disability Services at 917-4789.  
 Grading Policies- 

o An Incomplete (I) will only be assigned if at least 75% of the coursework is completed.  
o Do your own work! Using someone else’s work as your own or using information or ideas without proper citations 

can lead to you failing the assignment or the class. Bibliographies (called “Works Cited” in MLA or References in 
APA) and in-text citations are required whenever you use outside sources, including the Internet.  

o You are responsible for keeping track of your progress within the class. You are provided with a grade sheet that 
allows you to record your scores for all your assignments. If you want to know where your grade stands at any 
point within the term simply divide the total possible points by the total points you have earned. This should be 
the process you use rather than asking me to figure your grade out during the term.  

 
Grades- Grades will be assessed on a points earned basis within the following distribution;  

SPEECH ASSIGNMENTS       POINTS POSSIBLE  POINTS EARNED 
 Speech of Introduction (2-3 min)   25    
 Outline complete on due date   10    

Speech of Personal Success (2-4 min)  50      
Outline complete on due date   10      
Video Critique     15     
Review of peer speeches   5     
Informative Speech (3-5 min)   75     
Outline complete on due date   10     
Video Critique     15     
Review of peer speeches   5     
Persuasive Speech (5-7 min)   100    
Outline complete on due date   10     
Survey      30     
Video Critique     15     
Review of peer speeches   5     
Viewpoint Speech (3-5 min)   75     
Personal Development Reflection   20     
Attendance     25     
MAXIMUM POINTS POSSIBLE   500     

450-500 = A; 400-449 = B; 350-399 = C; 300-349 = D; 0 – 299   = F  
  



The syllabus and tentative schedule are guides and subject to change at the instructor’s discretion. 

 
 

DATE ASSIGNMENT DUE  
Week 1  
Jan 4   Course Overview, (Introduction); Speech of Introduction  
6   Speaking in Public- READING: Part 1 (ch. 1-4), ch. 15 
      

Week 2  
11  Crafting a Speech- READING: Part 4 (ch. 12-14 & 16) 
13  SPEECHES OF INTRODUCTION DAY; READING: Ch 28;  

DUE: SPEECH OF INTRO OUTLINE 
      

Week 3  
18 Analyzing an Audience- READING: Part 2 (ch. 5-7); Speech of Personal Success   
20 Preparing a Speech- READING: Part 3 (ch. 8-11)  
      

Week 4  
25 Delivering a Speech- READING: (ch. 17-19); DUE: PERSONAL SUCCESS OUTLINE  
27  SPEECHES OF PERSONAL SUCCESS SPEECH DAY 

 
Week 5  
Feb 1  Visual Aids- READING: (ch. 20-23); DUE: VIDEO CRITIQUE PERSONAL SUCCESS 
3 Topics, Narrowing, Purposes Part III(Prepare a Speech) IV(Craft a Speech)  

14 Researching Supportive Material Chapter 9 
      

Week 6  
8 Audience Adaptation- Informative Speeches; Organization, Incorporate Supporting Material Ch. 8, 11(Table 24.1, 

pg. 206) pg.100-101  
10  Informative Speaking- READING: (ch. 24); DUE: INFORMATIVE OUTLINE 
       

Week 7  
15   INFORMATIVE SPEECHES SPEECH DAY 
17   INFORMATIVE SPEECHES SPEECH DAY 

 
Week 8  
22  Persuasion, Propositions, Organizing your persuasion, Ch. 25 & 26; DUE: VIDEO CRITIQUE INFORMATIVE 
24  Audience Adaptation- Persuasive Speeches: Surveys; Reasoning pgs. 228-230; pg. 102;  
      

Week 9  
Mar 1  Guiding Metaphors, Language Craft Memorable Word Structures pg. 136-8, DUE: SURVEY 
3  Reasoning, Peer Critiques DUE: PERSUASIVE OUTLINE  

  
Week 10  
8  PERSUASIVE SPEECHES SPEECH DAY 
10  PERSUASIVE SPEECHES SPEECH DAY; Controversy & the Viewpoint Speech  
      

Week 11  
15  DUE: VIDEO CRITIQUE PERSUASIVE (due via email by 5pm) 
17  WEDNESDAY, 3:00-4:50, BC 105 FINAL SPEECHES; DUE: PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT REFLECTION 

Textbook chapters  
Part 1. Introduction 
1.    Speaking in Public 

2.    The Speechmaking Process 
3.    Ethics and Free Speech 

4.    Improving Your Confidence 
  
Part 2. Analyzing an Audience 

5.    Listening 
6.    Analyzing Your Audience 

7.    Adapting to Your Audience 
  
Part 3. Preparing a Speech 

8.    Developing Your Speech 
9.    Gathering Supporting Material 

10.  Finding Internet Resources 
11.  Supporting Your Speech 

  
Part 4. Crafting a Speech 
12.  Organizing Your Speech 

13.  Developing an Introduction 
14.  Developing a Conclusion 

15.  Outlining Your Speech 
16.  Using Words Well 
  

Part 5. Delivering a Speech 
17.  Methods of Delivery 

18.  Effective Delivery 
19.  Delivering Your Speech 

20.  Selecting Presentation Aids 
21.  Using Presentation Aids 
22.  Designing Presentation Aids 

23.  Using Presentation Software 
  

Part 6. Types of Speeches 
24.  Informative Speaking 
25.  Persuasive Speaking 

26.  Using Persuasive Strategies 
27.  Speaking on Special Occasions 

28.  Speaking in Small Groups 


